
Main Stage
Thursday, March 12
09:30 - 11:15 Opening & Keynotes 

13:00 - 14:45 Late R-Strategies - Recycling of resources

09:30 - 09:45	 Opening: Review & Outlook 										        
				    Moderation: Chérine De Bruijn
				    Dr. Carsten Gerhardt, Chairman - Circular Valley Foundation
	
09:45 - 10:00	 Hosting a Circular Economy program at Vorwerk							                
				    Dr. Thomas Stoffmehl, CEO - Vorwerk SE & Co. KG
 
10:00 - 10:15	 Keynote									       
				    Carsten Schneider, Federal Minister for the Environment, Climate Action, 
				    Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMUKN)

10:15 - 10:30 	 Driving the green transformation through circularity											         
			          Dr. Stephan Kothrade, Member of the Executive Board and Chief Technology 
	 	 	 	 Officer - BASF SE

10:30 - 10:45	 The future of the Circular Economy in North Rhine-Westphalia:  
				    How to scale innovations and best practices										          			 
				    Oliver Krischer, Minister of Environment, Nature Protection and Transport NRW

10:45 - 11:00	 European challenges: growth, supply chain, environment – 
				    Circular Economy as a solution											           						    
			          Dr. Henrik Ahlers, CEO - EY Deutschland

11:00 - 11:15		 Effective AI policy as a prerequisite for establishing a Circular Economy						   
				    Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Christoph M. Schmidt, President RWI – Leibniz-Institut für Wirtschafts-
				    forschung e.V.

11:15 - 11:30		 Closed loops and open systems - the dynamics of construction material recycling
				    Michael Scharpf, Head Sustainable Construction - Holcim (Deutschland) GmbH

11:30 - 11:45	 If products could speak – How product marking and digital transparency unlock 
				    the Circular Economy														            
				    Thomas Krämer, Director Asia | Pacific - WIPOTEC GmbH

11:45 - 12:00 	 Sharing Economy / enabling CE - cooperation with PHILIPS						    
				    André Rolfes, Head of Sustainable Finance and CSR - GEFA BANK 
				    Tobias Hense, Philips Capital Manager DACH - Philips

12:00 - 12:15 	 Circular Economy in the Komatsu Mining Business
				    Ansgar Thole, President & MD - Komatsu Germany GmbH

12:15 - 12:30 	 Circular Economy – design requirements for reusable transit packagings
				    Walter Ahn, Founder and CEO - WASTO-PAC GmbH

12:30 - 13:00	 Germany as an industrial power? – Ideas for a strong location using the plastics 
				    industry as an example
				    Dr. Christine Bunte, Managing Director - PlasticsEurope
				    Christian Hündgen, Managing Director - Hündgen Entsorgungs GmbH & Co. KG 
				    Prof. Dr.-Ing. Manfred Renner, Institute Director  UMSICHT, Spokesperson CCPE - 
				    Fraunhofer UMSICHT / CCPE
				    Alexander Roeske, Stiftung Arbeit und Umwelt, IGBCE
				    Melanie Hackler, CEO - Matterr

13:00 - 13:15	 Catalytic re- & upcycling of plastic waste: 
				    Case studies from the WSS Research Centre catalaix
				    Prof. Dr. Regina Palkovits, Chair of Heterogeneous Catalysis and Technical Chemistry - 	
				    Catalaix, RWTH Aachen University

13:15 - 13:30	 Building a circular world that works – transparency unlocked
			   	 Dorothea Flockert, Head of Group Sustainability - Speira GmbH

13:30 - 13:45	 Hydrometallurgical battery recycling at industrial scale: What really matters for reliable, 	
				    high-recovery and future-proof operations
				    Dr. Michel Siemon, CEO - Primobius

13:45 - 14:00	 Practical example of circular economy with iron silicate
				    Inge Hofkens, COO - Aurubis AG

14:00 - 14:15 	 Advanced recycling technologies and beyond - current status and perspectives
				    Prof. Dr.-Ing. Matthias Franke, Head of the Sulzbach-Rosenberg branch - Fraunhofer 
				    UMSICHT

14:15 - 14:30 	 Q&A

14:30 - 14:45	 Transformation to a renewable carbon economy as path to a resilient and competitive
				    Europe
				    Dr. Lars Börger, CEO - Nova Institut

14:45 - 14:50	 Digitalization as the engine of the Circular Economy
				    Thomas Jarzombek, State Secretary Federal Ministry for Digital Transformation and 
				    Government Modernisation

14:50 - 15:05	 Data platforms versus data spaces. A strategic comparison of digital ecosystem 
				    architectures
				    Dr. Christoph F. Strnadl, CTO - Gaia-X European Association for Data and Cloud AISBL

15:05 - 15:20	 From data to decisions: Digital tools to reduce fuel burn in flight operations
				    Jörn Messner, Managing Director - Lufthansa

15:20 - 15:35	 #Green AI Hub: AI innovation for the Circular Economy
				    Johannes Fischer, Senior Consultant - VDI Technologiezentrum GmbH - Green AI Hub

15:35 - 15:50	 Renewable Energies - Enabler for the Circular Economy
				    Prof. Dr.-Ing. Christian Doetsch, Institute Director - Die Fraunhofer-Allianz ENERGIE

15:50 - 16:05	 enerPort II - Optimized energy use in the port-microgrid @ DGT
				    Alexander Garbar, Head of Corporate Development, Digitalization and Strategy - 
				    Duisburger Hafen AG

16:05 - 16:35	 Closing Panel: Implementation of the NKWS with the participation of the federal states
				    Dr. Florian Kammerer, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Climate Action, 
				    Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMUKN)
				    Cornelius Laaser, Ministry of Environment, Agriculture, Nature, and Consumer 
				    Protection 	NRW 
				    Reinhold Rünker, Ministry of Economic Affairs, Industry, Climate Protection, 
				    and Energy NRW
				    Stephan Ramesohl, Wuppertal Institut für Klima, Umwelt, Energie gGmbH

11:15 - 13:00 Central R-Strategies 

14:45 - 16:35 Energy, Digitalization & AI


